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cational community where a strong 
school – home connection is an im-
portant component towards supporting 
our children’s social and academic 
growth. I encourage you to become in-
volved in our PTA, attend conferences, 
and participate as a classroom guest 
when it is your child’s “special week”.  
So, let us all enthusiastically welcome 
the cool mornings of Autumn and the 
vibrant colors of the changing leaves.  
School has started and it is going to be a 
great year! 
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Welcome to the 2017 – 2018 school year and 
another year of the Janvier Journal! It is my 
hope that this newsletter will continue to serve 
all members of the Mary F. Janvier Elemen-
tary School community as a valuable resource 
in communicating general and grade - level 

specific information.  Although this segment of 
the newsletter entitled Mr. Kobik’s Corner will 
provide me with the opportunity to share with 
you general information as well as educationally 
relevant material, it is my intent that this entire 
publication will involve an array of students and 
staff.  You will notice that this edition contains 
information from Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd 
Grades, as well as communication from Related 
Arts teachers and our School Nurse.  Additional-
ly, there is information illustrating specific read-
ing development strategies that are being used in 
school and can be reinforced while your child is 
reading at home. Already, there is much happen-
ing in our school with multiple events on the 
horizon.  We recently held a school – wide pep 
rally to celebrate the awarding of a gardening 
grant from the New Jersey Agricultural Society 
and our Book Fair was a success. We are look-
ing forward to having student pictures taken on 
October 5th and fire personnel from multiple lo-
cal fire departments will visit on October 13th to 
communicate the importance of fire safety. Edu-
cationally, the children are learning much with 
their progress being consistently monitored 
through the standards – based learning process.  
Class and grade – level combinations of 
DIBELS, DRA, IRLA, I-Ready, and New Jersey 
Department of Education Unit Assessments will 
continue to be utilized as elements that gauge the 
children’s academic growth. I have enjoyed 
speaking with many of you during Kindergarten 
Orientation and while you attended the recently 
held Back to School Nights.  As mentioned dur-
ing these programs, I believe that we are an edu-

Mr. Kobik’s Corner 
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Welcome back to another wonderful 
year of learning!  I hope everyone 
had a safe and restful summer.  In 1st 
and 2nd  Grade, we began our year 
discussing Internet Safety.  At home, 
please continue to discuss with your 
children the importance of staying 
safe online and ask your child to tell 
you some of the rules and ways we 
stay safe online that have been dis-
cussed in class.  We will also contin-
ue learning keyboarding skills.  A 
great free website your child can use 
at home is Dance Mat Typing (http://
www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr). 

 The school year is well under way 
and we are off to a great start.  The 
Kindergarten class has all been 
screened for the state mandates of 
height, weight, blood pressure, vision, 
and hearing.  If I sent a paper home to 
you regarding the results of your 
child’s screening, please sign and re-
turn it and discuss it with your physi-
cian, as needed.  I will finish the 1st  
Grade the first week in October and 
then on to the 2nd Grade.  I will then 
screen the preschool.  Flu season will 
soon be upon us.  The Gloucester 
County Health Department offers free 
flu shots to residents of Gloucester  

County who are over the age of 6 
months.  You can access the sched-
ule on their website at 
www.gloucestercountynj.gov.    
Copies of this flu shot schedule are 
also in our school’s main office 
and in the  nurse’s office.  Please 
consider protecting your child as 
well as yourself from the flu.  I am 
always available to discuss this 
with you.   

Computer Literacy 

Our Kindergarteners are learning 
computer basics such as using the 
mouse and navigating web-
sites.  Thank you in advance for 
your support; I know it is going to 
be another great year! 

 

Welcome Back!  We are already 
rockin’ and rollin’ in music class!  In 

Kindergarten we are learning how to 
sing with a group and individually.  
In 1st Grade we are learning how 

rhythm is all around us, and in 2nd 
Grade we are learning about the his-
tory of the Star-Spangled Banner and 

will be singing our National Anthem 
in class.  As  always, I look forward 
to working with your talented chil-

dren this year! 

Rockin’ and Rollin’ in Music Class 

Notes  from the  Nurse 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://www.gloucestercountynj.gov


What’s Happening in Art 
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Off to a Great Start in Second Grade! 

 We have been very busy in the Art 
room creating amazing artworks 

using the element of Art, Line! Stu-
dents have been learning how Line 
can be varied and move in different 

directions. We have also been ex-
ploring how Line can be used for 
design or even to show a mood. 

Kindergarteners used crayons and 
markers to draw several artworks 
using varied Line as well as an art-

work where they glued paper lines 
in different directions. 1st Graders 
have created their own t-shirt de-

signs using Line and then showed 
them off in a “fashion show”, fol-

lowed by making bookmarks with 
Line. 2nd Graders have combined 
varied and directional Line in an 

artwork where their hand is filled 
with different horizontal lines, and 
then an artwork where they created 

crazy hair using vertical and diago-
nal lines in inspiration of the book, 

Crazy Hair by Neil Gaiman.  

The year is off to a great start for 2nd 
Graders here at Janvier! The first 

couple weeks of school consisted of 
establishing rules, expectations, rou-
tines, and procedures as well as set-

ting students’ reading levels and 
building their reading stamina to bet-
ter differentiate their independent 

and small group reading instruction. 
After getting through those essential 
beginning of the year items, we dove 

into our curriculum. 2nd Graders are 
practicing their math facts.  The goal 
is for them to know their addition 

and subtraction facts within 20, flu-

ently. Please practice these at home 
as they should be automatic to a 

2nd Grader! In ELA we have been 
focusing on comprehension skills, 
like who the characters in a story 

are, their character traits (internal 
and external), and how those char-
acters respond to problems. Our 

writing unit is all about narratives 
and personal narratives. Students 
are writing stories about something 

that has happened in their lives 
(narrative writing) such as a trip 
they took or a favorite memory and 

they are also learning to hone in on 

one specific moment by including 
many details about that experi-

ence (personal narrative). We are 
looking forward to lots of learning 
and growth this year!  

Welcome to the Library! 

Our Library classes began on the very 
first day of school, and we have already 
learned so much about books and li-
brary manners!  Book selection for 
Grades 1 and 2 started the first full 
week of school, and Kindergarten stu-
dents are beginning book selection the 
first week in October after the Book 
Fair.  All students are responsible for 
borrowing at least one library book 
throughout the year, and returning it on 
their Library day each week.  Holidays 
and days off rom school will change 
your child’s Library day, so please 

check the school calendar.  Students 
may want to keep their book in their 
backpack when they are not reading it, 
so they always have it on Library 
day.  Please ask your child to see their 
library book each week, and spend 
some time reading it together.  The 
Library schedule is listed below: 
Day 1: DiRaddo, Micek/Klawitter, 
Fisch and Santomero 
Day 2: Lyon, Shoemaker, Harner, Ser-
rano and Masotti 
Day 3: Grundlock, Iocona, Dalponte, 
Davis/Burkhardt, Bittner and Belfi 

Day 4: Eavis, Milano, Manall, 
Lloyd/Burrell and Cicione 
Day 5: Harrison, Grochowski, Uhle 
and Canonica 
 We are always looking for volun-
teers in the library.  Parents and 
grandparents are welcome!  If you 
know someone who would be inter-
ested in volunteering one to two 
hours per week for the duration of 
the school year, please e-mail me 
at kmonaghan@franklintwpschools.
org.  Your help is much appreciated, 
and no special skills are required.   

mailto:kmonaghan@franklintwpschools.org
mailto:kmonaghan@franklintwpschools.org


 

First Graders Celebrate Apple Week 

Mrs. Fisch's class has been 
busy out at the garden. We 

planted lettuce, basil and more 
strawberry plants! Some of the 
children learned how to pull 

weeds, while others planted the 
new plants that arrived the sec-
ond week of school. The chil-

dren have watered the plants 
each time we have been out. 
We hope to harvest the lettuce 

and basil at the end of October 
or early November. As the 
school year continues, we will 

grow plants in our classroom 

from seed. In the Spring we will 
grow other vegetables outside  and 

watch our strawberries grow! 
Throughout the school year we will 
discuss many things about plants. 
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Autumn has arrived and the 1st 

Grade students are celebrating 

the new season with Apple 

Week. The students will be 

learning about “Johnny Apple-

seed” and completing different 

apple related activities. This 

may include “Autumn” or 

“apple” themed stories, apple 

tastings and graphing for math, 

and apple writing activities. 

The students are sure to enjoy these 

“sweet” activities!  

 

Kindergarten Learns Gardening 

Active Reading Strategies 

 


